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ENGLISH -ABST : 

PURPOSE: To always obtain a fingerprint image extending over a wide area and 
being distinct by deciding whether the maximum distance between two points in 
which the luminance of the fingerprint image exceeds a threshold value exceeds 
the threshold value or not, and using the fingerprint image which has been 
obtained after it has been decided that the distance exceeds the threshold 
value, for a collation processing or a registration processing. 

CONSTITUTION: The title device is provided with a means for deciding whether 
the maximum distance W between two points in which the luminance of a 
fingerprint exceeds a threshold value S (0) exceeds a threshold value W ( 0)or 
not, and the fingerprint image which has been obtained after it has been decided 
that this distance W exceeds the threshold value W (0)is used in a collation 
processing or a registration processing. The fingerprint image which has been 
obtained after it has been decided that this distance W exceeds the threshold 
value W (0)is a fingerprint image obtained at the time when perspiration of a 
finger becomes moderate and its contact with a light guiding member has become 
close. In such a way, a fingerprint image extending over a wide area and being 
distinct can always be obtained. 
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